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in the final presentation of his works. Mr. Colvin was
then still resident at Cambridge as a Fellow of Trinity
College, and had that same year been elected Slade
Professor of Fine Arts in the University. Although

Stevenson's elder by only a few years, he had already
established for himself a reputation as a critic in liter-
ature and art, was favourably regarded by editors,

and was fast becoming a personage of influence and
authority*
It might seem that the list of Stevenson's friends

already included as many as one man could retain in

intimate relation; but for these two, and others yet to
come,, there was ample room. A few years after this

he questions whether any one on this earth be so
wealthy as to have a dozen friendSi and indeed the
doubt is permissible to most of us unless we knew
Stevenson. Only six months before, in one of the
morbid moods he was gradually putting behind himf
as he sloughed the unhappiness of his youth, he had
written down the chief desires of his heart "First,
good health; secondly, a small competence: and
thirdly, O Du Lieber Gottl friends." Seldom was any
prayer more fully answered than this last petition* Had
he but known, the means of gaining it were already
within, his hands in a measure rarely granted to any man*
At this very time, Mr, Colvin tells us,1 "his social
charm was already at its height/* " He was passing
through a period of neatness between two of Bohemian
carelessness as to dress, and so its effect was imme-
diate*1* But indeed at any time he "had only to speak
in order to be recognised in the first minute for a witty

* Lttttrs, I 45> xxxix, xl.       tstttrx* in the
